
 
 

OSU Brain Initiative Meeting 
November 14, 2019, 2:00-3:00pm 

OSU Stillwater, Human Sciences 106D 
OSU CHS, Forensics Building E102 

 
Notes 

In attendance: Amanda Morris, Julie Croff, Rebecca Gaglia, Subhas Das, Jennifer Hays-Grudo, Alicia 
Ford, Jordan Love, Bruce Benjamin, Demond Grant, Thad Leffingwell, Jerry Root, Ramesh Sharda, 
Cindy Melancon, Jen Grindstaff, Misty, Sarah Kucker, Josh Butcher, Kath Curtis, Mark Payton, Nate 
Jenkins, Dursun Delen 

 
I. Minor in Neuroscience Discussion 

a. Will be offered from the Psychology department 
b. Two versions  
c. First version: 

i.  Required Core courses = 6 hours and required Elective courses = 15 
hours; the list of courses for elective hours is longer with more options 

ii. Sent to departments with courses included, as well as Amy Martindale, 
Asst Dean for Academic Services – College of Arts and Sciences 

iii. Req Core courses: Integrative Biology/Psychology collaboration – taking 
turns teaching the class; and Neuroanatomy – Jason Defrietas 

iv. Choose 15 hours from list of electives 
v. Feedback: not ideal plan because many of the courses on the list have 

prerequisites and taught generally, and not specific to neuroscience 
d. Second version: 

i. Adapted based on feedback from first version  
ii. Required Core courses – remained the same 

iii. Elective courses – choose 9 hours instead of 15 
1. Much more paired done list 

e. Note: Minors are now not allowed for financial aid, and a reason for us to look 
into an undergraduate certificate.  

i. If courses within the minor fit with the degree, the courses may qualify 
for financial aid. Another reason for a paired down version of elective 
courses. 

ii. PSY 4073 & BIOL 4073 have prereqs, CHEM 1314 and BIOL 1114 
1. Note the prereq courses needed as FYI 
2. Chemistry department is interested in being involved in 

developing future courses for the Neuroscience minor or other 
programs. 

iii. Easy to add courses to a minor 
f. Deciding on which version to use: 

i. Consensus likes the shorter list of electives 



 
1. The shorter version has more face validity for attracting students’ 

interest 
2. Seems more feasible with financial aid  

ii. Concerns include: 
1. leaving out specific departments who are interested in 

participating. 
2. There are other courses that may be good to add to the elective 

course list 
a. MSIS, Chemistry, Physics, etc. 

iii. Based on the consensus of the present group, we can get started with the 
minor as it currently stands, and apply modifications later to 
improve/encompass more, see attached and email info about minor 

g. Timeline of moving forward: 
i. Can be submitted any time of the year 

ii. Approval will take about a year, based on the course action 
iii. Goal is to submit the minor this semester, Fall 2019 

II. Graduate Certificate in Neuroscience 
a. Housed in the Graduate College 
b. 12 credit hours, with 2 core courses and 2 elective courses 

i. Based on a typical certificate program workload/course load 
c. Principles of Neuroscience – offered by different departments, AKA cross listed 
d. Neuroanatomy is not currently cross listed, but there is potential for it to be 

i. There are differences in the lab aspects, but other course content is 
relatively similar. 

e. * on the handout means cross listed= either will count as course but you cannot 
get credit for taking both. Instead of saying cross listed, note it as “or” 

f. Electives can be from either campus, with no restrictions 
i. When we have a PhD in neuroscience, we would want to encourage 

students to have experiences across both campuses and labs. 
g. A concern is raised if a student pursues this certificate, would the course load 

take them over hours-- this certificate would fit nicely with a PhD program and 
would not cause a student to take more hours. 

h. Moving forward with the graduate college: 
i. Sent in a version of this already, and we have good faith support with the 

system, but graduate school needs a final version ASAP. 
ii. Support from present group to include in the submission of initial 

curriculum will be helpful. Group voted for submitting this course plan to 
the graduate college, with zero opposition. 

i. Potential for integrating work across campuses and departments will be a 
continued process and can be strengthened as the certificate and other degree 
programs are developed. 

i. Ideas include: Guest lecture, cross list courses, plan courses together, etc. 



 
III. Imaging Center Update and Committees 

a. Julie Croff and Amanda Morris are multi PIs on a Phase I NIH grant titled Healthy 
Brain Child Development (HBCD) project. In Phase II, CHS committed to 
purchasing a MRI scanner for the study. 

b. A couple of locations in Tulsa are being assessed by engineers and a location for 
the scanner will be determined soon. 

c. Internal and External Advisory Committees will be formed soon 
i. If you think you may have interest in using the scanner, Julie and Amanda 

would like to include you on the Internal Advisory Committee to get you 
involved 

d. Currently conducting a search for a Director of the Imaging Center and have 5 
applicants, with this person ideally beginning in January 

e. Ideally, we will have the scanner in place in a year. 
f. CHS is primarily purchasing the scanner but it will be an OSU scanner and we 

want multiple projects to use the scanner. 
g. We want the research space to include clinical trials and multiple lab space. If 

you have a request for what you want to see in the space, please let Amanda and 
Julie know. 

i. We want to bring in investigators across all campuses to collaborate 
ii. We also want to bring in mentors to train faculty to use the scanner 

h. This helps build research infrastructure at OSU, and builds on CIRCA’s mission. 
i. Aligns well with CIRCA’s Phase II proposal, which will have an emphasis on 

neuroscience projects.  
j. A call of concept CIRCA proposals will be distributed soon, and we are hoping 

many of you will apply to be a CIRCA project. 
k. A new Core will be developed, focused on Neuroscience  

IV. Vision and Next Steps for the Brain Initiative 
a. How do we continue to be interdisciplinary and work together to keep the Brain 

Initiative going? Ideas: 
i. Another retreat to share work and include students 

ii. One day with poster sessions, lectures, awards, etc. all focused on 
Neuroscience 

iii. Outside speakers will help bring in a larger audience 
iv. Every July in Tulsa at CHS, is the meeting for the Tulsa Society for 

Neuroscience could be expanded to a two-day meeting for Brain Initiative 
members. 

v. Integrating research with the course work and build relationships with 
each other. 

vi. Spring conference may be a good idea to think about. 
 
 


