
 
 

OSU Brain Initiative 

April 16, 2021 

Meeting Notes 

Attendees: Amanda Morris, Mallory Schmidt, Jason Defreitas, Stacy Tiemeyer, Jamie Rhudy, Jennifer 
Hays-Grudo, Julie Croff, Dolores Vezquez, Kara Kerr, Jacob Manjarres, Liz McCullagh, Kath  Curtis. Misty 

Hawkins, DeMond Grant. Kiri Stauch, Riley Wincheski, Kyle Simmons, Joshua Butcher, Dursun Delen, Erin 
Ratliff, Amanda Somers, Kenneth Miller, Lucia Ciciolla, Mckenleigh Kelly, Jennifer Grindstaff, Imraan 

Faruque, Cindy Reese-Melancon, Subhas Das, Florence Breslin 
 

1. Updates and Check-ins 
a. Amanda Morris 

1. HBCD grant submitted with Julie Croff and Jennifer Hays-Grudo 
a. HBCD is a 10 year study recruiting moms and babies prenatally and 

conducting imaging beginning in the first month baby is born looking at 
brain development over time. 

b. MRI and EEG assessments included in study. 
b. Dolores Vazquez 

1. Society for Neuroscience planned brain awareness week, held virtually. 
a. held seminar about what social isolation looks like in a COVID era. 

i. 78 attendees. 
ii. What the brain in depression and anxiety looks like as well as 

coping with social isolation. 
iii. 3 minutes resources for movement, memory, and mindfulness. 

2. Society for Neuroscience Tulsa Chapter is organizing annual research meeting. 
July 22, 2021 

a. Looking for poster presenters (virtual)- graduate students, professors, lab 
staff. 

b. Looking for symposium presenters (50 minute presentations) 
c. Panel members to discuss different types of neuroscience in Oklahoma 

also needed. 
d. More details will be sent out later. email 

dolores.vazquez_sanroman@okstate.edu if you are interested in 
presenting. 

c. Kath Curtis 
1. Will have 3, possibly 4 new faculty members in the fall that might be interested 

in neuroscience. 
2. Graduate certificate in neuroscience 

a. At board of regents right now, should be voted on at the next meeting. 
b. Once it is approved, over the summer emails will be sent out to start talking about 

marketing and recruitment. 
c. Offered in Stillwater and Tulsa. 
d. Meant to be a compliment to several PhD programs. 

3. Neuroscience minor 
a. 26 students declared in fall 2020. 
b. Biggest inderdisciplinary minor, most are psychology or physiology majors. 
c. Enrollment for fall 2021 is strong in core classes. 
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d. May need to debrief on undergrad and how to handle classes 
1. Jason- teaches Nueroanatomy, 14 in class, 9 undergrad, 5 graduate students. 

Overall class went well, but many students did not have any previous experience 
with anatomy. 

2. Liz- taught online in fall, 44 students. Recommends neuroscience should be 2 
semester course, a lot of information to squeeze into one semester.  

3. Kara- class is going well, some challenges due to COVID and being online. 
Recommends more organization and making sure you aren’t over covering 
information. 

 
4. Imaging center updates- Kyle Simmons 

         a. Construction 
           1.    First and second floors are basically finished. 
                     2.    Scanner has beed installed and running, scans have been conducted. 
                     3.    Ground floor for biomedical imaging for research as well as outpatient diagnostics. 
           4.    second floor, mainly offices, also has a cubicle area and large conference rooms. 
        b. Collaborations 

          1.    Collaborations with OSU Computer Science for large data analytics. 
          2.    Looking forward to more collaborations around OSU. 
          3.    If someone is interested in imaging research but may not have a lot of experience:         
                    i. Reach out to Kyle and team to discuss questions and vision.  
                    ii. Kara Kerr, Associate Director of Training- help plan to integrate imaging research. 

                                       4.    Opportunities are available for integrating basic and human science. 
5. Working groups 

       a.   Will most likely use Qualtrics to see what areas individuals are interested in. 
       b.   Working group areas to consist of education/training, interdisciplinary research, conferences. 
       c.   Formation of a committee on diversity and inclusion. 
       d.   Continue to include a basic and human scientist on each committee. 
       e.   Continue conversations about how to foster more collaborations. 

6. Presentation- Liz  McCullagh “Auditory Brain Stem as a Model to Study the Brain”. 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


