
 
 

OSU Brain Initiative  

May 7, 2020 

10:00am-noon 

Attendees: Amanda Morris, Jennifer Hays-Grudo, Subhas Das, Charles Amlaner, Dolores 

Vazquez-Sanroman, Kyle Simmons, Shelia Kennison, Thad Leffingwell, Kyle Simmons, Jason 

Beaman, Julie Croff, Jerry Malayer, Jennifer Grindstaff, Ramesh Sharda, Cindy Melancon, 

Florence Breslin, Alicia Ford, Liz McCullagh, Kath Curtis, Kara Kerr, Jerzy Bodurka, Ranji 

Vaidyanathan, Peter Hoyt, Erin Ratliff, Amanda Harrist, Jason Defreitas, Pam Fry, Lucia 

Ciciolla, Misty Hawkins, Jerry Root, Bruce Benjamin, Brenda Smith, Josh Butcher, Kenneth 

Miller, Imraan Faruque 

 

Notes 

10-10:45 General meeting and updates 

 Updates from group members 

 We hope to hold a conference next year for the Brain Initiative members to share 

their research 

 Kara Kerr hired as Assistant Professor in Psychology department and also located 

at the neuroimaging center 

 Neuroscience Advocacy training virtual event hosted by KU’s Hogan Brain 

Institute, cosponsored by SFN and NIH  

 Advocating for federal funding in neuroscience 

 May 22nd at 1pm for 90 minutes 

 Brain Awareness week 2020 
 Site: Middle School Montecasino, Tulsa Ok 
 March 11th-13th 
 March 11th: Put your hands in some brains; students were able to learn 

concepts of neuroscience for understanding brain processes; they had the 
opportunity to explore and “touch” a human brain. The event creates 
awareness about the enormous respect for our organ donor program. 

 March 12th: Drug addiction Boot Camp, students were able to learn drug 
facts. They created a poster, presented to the class, and came up with ideas 
to prevent drug addiction in their communities. 

 March 13th: Breakfast with Champions, COM-Y1, COM-Y2, and biomedical 
sciences graduate students had a one-hour of food and mentoring, providing 
the students with experiences and guidance for navigating in medical and 
graduate school. 

 Funding: SFN 2019 Grant Chapter. PI: Dolores Vazquez Sanroman Ph.D. 
 New Brain Initiative Members joined 

 Liz McCullagh, Integrative Biology faculty, studies auditory neuroscience 

 Ranji Vaidyanathan, Engineering Professor, Helmerich Research Center 

 Alicia Ford is a new CIRCA pilot grant, which is a neuroscience-based initiative 

and help CIRCA move in the direction of a neuroscience focus. 

 CIRCA – Center for Integrative Research on Childhood Adversity is a P20 

COBRE grant funded by NIGMS, to support investigators in the field of 



 
childhood adversity secure research funding and to build infrastructure at the 

university level to support NIH sponsored research. 

 

 Minor in Neuroscience – Cindy Melancon 

 The Neurocsience Minor is approved, with collaboration from the College of Arts 

and Sciences 

 Students can begin selecting the minor in Fall 2020 

 Sylvia Daggy is the main advisor and is housed in A&S 

 Anticipate to have big demand 

 Two Core classes 

 Principles of Neuroscience course - co taught by Biology and Psychology 

– Kara Kerr and Liz McCullagh 

 Neuro Anatomy - Jason Defreitas, spring 2021 

 Future considerations include offering the courses on the Tulsa campus, if there is 

demand, with potential for CHS PhD students to teach courses. 

 

 Imaging Center – Kyle Simmons 

 Lead biomedical imaging Center and faculty in the Department of Pharmacology 

and Physiology 

 OSU Biomedical Imaging Center 

 26,000 sq foot facility located along Riverside 

 Undergoing extensive remodeling for premier research facility 

 House faculty, students, staff: 

 Nation Center for Wellness and Recovery – Research and Implementation 

components 

 NIH Healthy Brain and Child Development (HBCD) Study  

 CIRCA 

 Allied faculty 

 If you have an interest in neuroscience or a neuro component to 

research project, talk with Kyle about opportunities 

 OSU Biomedical imaging research and outpatient clinical imaging 

 Siemens Magnetom Prisma 3T MRI is being purchased by OSU 

 The most powerful commercially-available brain imaging platform 

in the world 

 Support imaging throughout the body 

 FDA-approved support for clinical imaging 

 Deepest community of researchers, particularly among leading 

institutions taking part in HBCD study 

 Timeline for Center facilities support: 

 Immediate 

 High resolution structural MRI, and fMRI with visual and 

auditory stimuli 

 Neonatal and pediatric neuroimaging 



 
 Phlebotomy and a broad range of biosample processing and 

long-term sample storage (-80 freezers, liquid nitrogen 

dewars) 

 Shielded EEG and psychophysiology labs with a 

centralized control room 

 Dedicated behavioral and clinical evaluation rooms 

 Near-term 

 Real-time fMRI neurofeedback 

 Simultaneous EEG-fMRI 

 Most importantly: the Center will support You, members of the brain 

initiative 

 Support integrative research 

 Space for graduate students and Post docs 

 Pilot scan program 

 Allow faculty who are new to imaging, add imaging to 

their pilot data collection to add to grant application 

 New working group for imaging, let Kyle know if you want to volunteer 

to join 

 Psychology is searching to fill a Biopsych position and would like to 

include the imaging center information in job description. Also, a tour of 

the imaging center can be included in a site visit/interview process for any 

department filling positions. 

 

 Healthy Brain and Child Development (HBCD) Study 

 Understand typical neuro development, beginning 2nd trimester of 

pregnancy and follow development through age 10. 

 To better understand prenatal opioid and other substance exposure 

prenatally, and how it effects neuro development – better solutions for the 

future. 

 In first phase on study, 18-month planning study – likely extended due to 

COVID-19 

 Phase 2 originally projected September 2021, could be shifted by 6 

months 

 

 Graduate Certificate in Neuroscience – Bruce Benjamin 

 Certificate has been approved through Instruction Council 

 Well received by all Colleges, and will be developing pipeline with the Minor in 

Neuroscience 

 Goal to start in Fall 2020, but the system is moving slowly. Bruce will continue to 

push for approval, but more likely timeframe will be Spring 2021 

 Similar structure as the Minor, with the two Core courses with additional electives 

 Will be rigorous and need to begin discussion the application process 

 

 Goals for next year – Amanda Morris 



 
 Institute and formal Center for Brain Initiative 

 Working groups for: curriculum, recruitment and advising, admittance in program 

 Schedule time to talk about science, and highlight the work of those in the group 

across disciplines 

 How to bring research programs together 

 Conferences and other ways to bring in research 

 Website google doc will go out in an email, in case you haven’t been added 

  

10:45-11:30 Brief neuroscience research talks 

 Kath Curtis - "Estrogen, the CNS, and Body Weight"  

 Erin Ratliff - “Parent-adolescent Cross-brain Connectivity” 

 Dolores Vazquez-Sanroman - "Multiple Faces of Brain-derived Neurotrophin factor in 

reward sensitivity in the adolescent rat brain" 


