
 
OSU Brain Initiative 

September 25, 2020 

Meeting Notes 

Attendees: Kath Curtis, Nedra Wilson, Kyle Simmons, Dursun Delen, Shelia Kennison, Erin Ratliff, 

Cindy Reese-Melancon, Amanda Morris, Elizabeth McCullagh, Subhas Das, Sarah Kucker, Jason 

DeFreitas, Aaron Christenson, Kara Kerr, Kenneth Miller, Peter Hoyt, Jamie Rhudy, Charles Amlaner, 

Dolores Vazquez Sanroman, Julie Croff, Randall Davis, Jordan Love, Florence Breslin, Bruce Benjamin, 

DeMond Grant 

1. Updates and Check-ins 
2. Minor in Neuroscience 

a. Officially available for students to choose 
b. 6 students have officially declared neuroscience as minor 
c. More students are expressing interest and will meet with advisors soon. We expect 

more uptake when spring enrollment begins.  
d. Minor requirements can be found here: http://catalog.okstate.edu/arts-

sciences/psychology/neuroscience-minor/ 
1. Core requirements: Biology and Chemistry courses are prerequisites for the 

Core course of Principles of Neuroscience 
2. Principles of Neuroscience – offered in biology and psychology by Liz McCullagh 

(Fall; 45 students currently enrolled) and Kara Kerr (Spring) 
3. Neuroanatomy – Jason DeFreitas   

e. If you are in contact with undergraduate students with this interest, encourage them to 
discuss with their advisor.  

f. How should we advertise the minor to students?  
1. Need to distribute the minor information with students and advisors across the 

university. 
g. Difference between Psych 4073 and BIOL 4073?  

1. No difference, it is just cross listed for the two departments 
h. 4073 principles class is also listed on the graduate certificate, but graduate students 

have additional work. 
3. Graduate Certificate in Neuroscience 

a. Passed all institutional channels of approval and now with President Hargis, then goes to 
State Board of Regents for review, October and December are the next dates for the 
Board to meet. 

b. The idea is that this certificate is something graduate students can pick up as part of 
their PhD program, but it also has the potential to be a standalone program.  

c. Next Steps  
1. Soft roll out in Spring 2021 and officially offer in Fall 2021 
2. Subcommittee needed – look at applications and talk with different 

departments to make sure the courses are offered. The graduate certificate is 
now housed in the graduate college. If you want to join the subcommittee, let 
Amanda know.  

http://catalog.okstate.edu/arts-sciences/psychology/neuroscience-minor/
http://catalog.okstate.edu/arts-sciences/psychology/neuroscience-minor/


 
3. Marketing – internally but will need to coordinate because it will be offered in 

Tulsa and Stillwater. Good example of cross college and cross university campus 
collaboration. 

4.  Formation of committee is important to provide infrastructure to run the 
program. 

d. Big interest of students in the biomedical sciences in part because faculty is also 
interested.  

4. Interest in child adversity and neuroscience 
a. The Center for Integrative Research on Childhood Adversity (CIRCA) is going to be 

putting in a new application for renewal (COBRE Phase 2) and focusing on child adversity 
and neuroscience. Reach out to Jennifer if you are interested in proposing a project 
focusing on adversity and neuroscience, jennifer.hays.grudo@okstate.edu.  

5. Update on the imaging center, Kyle Simmons 
a. Construction 

1. Scanner arrives September 29, 2020 
2. Next couple of months will focus on imaging infrastructure development to 

support HBCD pilot scanning 
3. Building Phase 2, will focus on non-HBCD-related space in late December 
4. Second floor to be finished in December and largely operational at beginning of 

2021 
b. Team building 

1. Dr. Yuxan Chen, PhD in Electrical and Computer engineering 
1. Graduate of the OU Biomedical Engineering  
2. Extensive experience in signal processing, electroencephalography 

(EEG), and function near infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS) 
2. Tara Trevino will join in October as Operations Administrator and chief MR 

Technologist, with over 20 years experience 
c. Collaborations with OSU Computer Science and OSU High Performance Computing 

Center (HPC) discussing network analyses and big data analytics to the kind of data we 
will be collecting; and meeting this week to discuss how to incorporate the HPC 
structure at OSU into the work at the imaging center 

d. Looking forward to more collaborations around OSU 
e. If someone is interested in imaging research but may not have a lot of experience, what 

is the first step? 
1. Reach out to Kyle and team and we will be happy to discuss questions and vision 

of incorporating imaging into research and we may have suggestions along the 
way. 

2. Kara Kerr is Associate Director of Training and can help plan to integrate imaging 
into research by providing support for both technical expertise and cost of 
activities. 

3. Mechanism in place to collect pilot data to help you make the case for grant 
funding. 

f. fMRI – not what you want for rodent MRI. Other solutions for scanning rodents, and we 
can discuss the possibilities of bringing that to OSU later. 

6. Goals and ideas for the semester 



 
a. Spring conference 

1. Virtual or socially distanced in person at the imaging center 
2. Keynote speakers on broad spectrum of research: 2 keynotes to represent 

human and animal neuroscience 
3. Good opportunity for OSU faculty to share and collaborate 
4. Send recommendations for keynote speakers 
5. Additional ideas: 

1. Virtual poster session for grad students 
2. Breakout rooms to discuss topics and panel to start discussion 
3. 3M thesis 

b. Center/institute paperwork 
1. Formalize the Brain Initiative as a Center or Institute – can be a broader 

discussion 
2. Paperwork has been started, and can easily pick that back up when ready 

 
 


